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Washington – Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District)                announced that the final version of the FY '01 Transportation Appropriations                bill contains $1 million for the Berkshire Regional Transit Authority                (BRTA). BRTA will use the funding to replace buses in its aging                fleet.

               "Updated buses will ultimately mean better service for Berkshire                County," Olver said. "This will help BRTA to provide the                state-of-the-art public transportation that local residents deserve."

               Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations Subcommittee                on Transportation and worked to include the funding in the House-Senate                reconciled version of the Transportation Appropriations bill. Through                his position on the Appropriations Committee, Olver was able to                secure close to $8 million in transportation earmarks for the 1st                Congressional District. The bill is expected o pass the House and                the Senate this week.

               "My hope is that this funding will boost the number of people                using public transportation, which will in turn help revitalize                the local economy," Olver added.

               BRTA will replace some older 35 foot buses with a fleet of more                maneuverable 26 foot buses. The new buses comply with the Americans                with Disabilities Act (ADA), and also offer wheelchair lifts, kneeling                features, a lower floor and better turning capabilities.

               Also included in the FY '01 Transportation appropriations bill is                language that requires Mass Highway to begin construction on transportation                projects around the state. The legislation requires the state to                spend at least $400 million in construction on projects outside                of the Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Project. If the state                doesn't spend $400 million on such other projects, federal funds                for the Big Dig can be cut off.

               "If this language has its desired effect, transportation projects                in Central and Western Massachusetts will finally start to move,"                Olver said. 
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